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INTO SINKIANG

At about the same time that Russia acquired the Chinese ter-
ritories in the east, she began to penetrate into China from the
west, through Russian central Asia into Chinese Turkestan. "This
drive, too, was part of the Russo-British competition for Eurasia.

The new era in Sinkiang's history begins with the Russian pen-
etration of central Asia less than a century ago. Previously, what is
today Sinkiang had bordered on Russia only in the north, in Siberia;
to Russia of those days even Siberia was still a distant, unexplored,
and sparsely populated dominion. Eventually Russian armies began
to push systematically toward the southeast; Tashkent was taken
in 1864, Kokand in 1876. At the end of the sixties, Bukhara and
Khiva, two independent principalities of central Asia, were made
vassal states of Imperial Russia. Military operations continued
through the eighties, bringing Russia to the Pamir and what was
to become the border of Afghanistan.

Russia had reached the western fringes of the Chinese Empire
and rattled the doors of Sinkiang. Russian tradesmen were already
crossing the border; Chinese and native merchants tried to estab-
lish business ties with Russia. The negotiations between the Rus-
sian and Chinese authorities reflected Russia's strength and China's
weakness. Russia obtained worth-while privileges for her subjects
all over China, and for her merchants in particular. The first of
these agreements, signed at Kuldja in 1851, provided for Russian
trade facilities at two points along the Russo-Sinkiang frontier. The
treaty of 185 8 established the right of extraterritoriality for Russia,
and provided that Russian citizens were not subject to trial by Chi-
nese courts for criminal offenses; civil cases were to be settled in
the presence of the Russian consul Two years later, Russia ob-
tained from China an agreement to the opening of a Russian con-
sulate at Kashgar (in southwest Sinkiang). Four years later the
border line between western China and Russia was defined for the
first time. In 1869 the Peking convention opened a 30-mile border
to custom-free trade. This clause, which gave Russian merchants
a privileged position, was confirmed in the comprehensive treaty
of 1881, which provided that "the subjects of Russia shall enjoy
the faculty of engaging in commerce under franchise and rights
in the towns and other localities of the Provinces of Hi, Tarbagatai,